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In preparation for its yearly wood ministry, Antioch Baptist this

year has been able to cut up more firewood than ever before.

and for organizations like
S.AFE.

This year, more than
30 church volunteers rallied
their best cooking and serving
efforts to make greater than
200 meals, many of which
were served to people who
attended the Thanksgiving
Day meal in person at Antioch
Baptist’s Family Life Center,
and for those who took
delivery.

“Every year, the same
workers come and help,” said
Candy McCaffity, one of the
founders of the Thanksgiving

CASA conpueis

CASA volunteers in helping
children in need.

Friday night’s program
will begin at 6 p.m.

Enotah CASA is a
501c3 nonprofit organization
that spans across the Enotah
Judicial Circuit — Union,
Towns, White and Lumpkin
counties — and helps more
than 200 abused and neglected
children in the foster system
each year. Oftentimes these
children are separated from
their siblings and experience
a great deal of confusion as
they are processed through
the system of social workers,
foster homes and courts.

According to the Enotah
CASA website, “Every day in
this country, 1,900 children
become victims of abuse or
neglect, and four of them
will die. Every day. Court
Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) for Children is a
network of community-based
programs that recruit, train and
support citizen-volunteers to
advocate for the best interests
of abused and neglected
children in courtrooms and
communities.

“Volunteer advocates
— empowered directly by the
Enotah Juvenile Court — offer
judges the critical information
they need to ensure that each
child’s rights and needs are
being attended to while in
foster care.”

The purpose of a CASA
volunteer is not only to give
these abused and neglected
children a voice within the
legal system, but also a point
of stability and certainty on
a regular basis during a time

year’s lighting ceremony.

when nothing is certain.

In the last year alone,
Enotah CASA volunteers
donated more than 5,000
hours of time and dedication
advocating for the best interests
of over 200 children in the
region.

Any funds raised by
Enotah CASA, such as those
given through the luminary
event, will go directly toward
supporting these volunteers
and the children on whose
behalf they speak.

There are four levels
of sponsorships available for
the luminaries that can be
purchased at the event on
Saturday or by calling (706)
864-0300.

The largest sponsorship
available is the Magi
Sponsorship of $500, which
is an industry exclusive and
includes an Enotah CASA
Facebook page and website

recognition, the industry’s
name on the program and bag
and 50 luminaries purchased.

An Angel Sponsorship
of $250 is the next level and
includes an Enotah CASA
Facebook page and website
recognition, the sponsor’s
name in the program and 25
luminaries.

Next, donors can
become a St. Nicholas
Sponsor by donating $100.
This sponsorship includes
the sponsor’s name in the
program and the purchase of
10 luminaries.

Finally, those interested
can become what is known
as an EIf Sponsor by either
purchasing a single luminary
for $20 or three luminaries
for $50.

For more information
on Enotah CASA and how
to get involved, visit www.
enotahcasa.org.

Day ministry at Antioch. “I
think it’s a great food ministry,
because growing up myself, we
were hungry kids, so I know
what it’s like to be hungry.
I don’t want anybody to not
have a Thanksgiving meal,
and we have a lot of needy
people in Union County.”
And yes, the volunteers
prepared more than 200 meals,
but that number reflects the
individuals who made it
known that they wanted to
take part in the Thanksgiving
Day celebration with Antioch.
Had more people and families
come forward, the church
would have prepared as many
meals as necessary for the

occasion.

The Thanksgiving Day
ministry goes hand in hand
with the other ministries of the
church, namely the food and
wood ministries that Antioch
provides every third Thursday
of each month from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

“There’s Hope for the
Hungry” is the name of the
food ministry, and participants
receive dry goods and select
perishables when they pick
up their boxes of food each
month.

To qualify for the
monthly food ministry,
residents sign in at the main
sanctuary and sit down with a
church counselor.

Pastor George Cline, left, talks wit one of his church members
in the kitchen after all the food has been prepared.

“We just sit down
and find out where they are
spiritually,” said Antioch
Baptist Church Pastor George
Cline. “We present a plan of
salvation, and if they accept,
great. If they don’t, that’s
alright, too. If they come in
and sit down, they’re getting
a food ticket.”

According to Pastor
Cline, the ministry is based on
the teachings of Jesus Christ in
the Gospel of Matthew.

“This is strictly us trying
to do just like Jesus did,”
said Pastor Cline, referring
to Matthew 25:31-46.
“Everything is free, we don’t
ask for anything. Occasionally,

we’ll have somebody who,
maybe they found another
job, or maybe somehow

This is the fifth year for Antioch’s Thanksgiving Ministry, and
it always takes place inside the church’s Family Life Center.

their situation got better, and
they’ll come back and say,
‘Here’s $50 — put it in the food
giveaway ministry.””

As for the wood ministry,
the church provides firewood

by the truckload — the church
does not deliver the wood, but
it must be picked up by those
who will be using it.

The wood is reserved

strictly for households that
use it for cooking and/or as
their primary source of heat
during the winter, and is not

& LocaL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Excellence in Organic Hair Care ‘
706-781-3015 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru N
Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter * Sasha Watson

WAZOO! QUILTING

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

for resale.

GATNS BREFURNIGN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

JA N 3
706-835-1209

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Su

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

* FlipVarney
| Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

AT
E)|uc Ridgc F:'ainting
SAVE 20%

on Interior Repainting
if you Reserve before December 15"

Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409
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Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville 6A 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

N

" Downtown
wnaron- A $0 Z

Everything From...

Monday - Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

536 Bell Creek Road, Hiawassee (next to Fred’s)
1290 Townsend Mill Road, Young Harris

706-896-2869

Abtoudatte 8D
HEARING AID

SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist
411D HicHwAy 515 ¢ BLAIRsvVILLE, GA

Book a 1 hour ride in

December for $25 (cash)

$28 eredit card

Mention this Ad ~ Reservations Required =
Cannot be combined with other offers

Guided Horseback Rides
Holiday Special and Gift Certificates

Give a special gift to the horse
enthusiasts in your life

Save 20% on gift
certificates over $70

Offer Expires 1212412016

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

70644002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[(BLAmsviLLE, GEORGIA]
www. TrackrockStables.com

[CommercialgResiaential

o 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

™ BARN

COUNTRY STORE

Handmade Rustic Furniture, Gifts,
Signs, Honey, Jellies, T-Shirts,
Cow Hide Rugs & Much More!

6224 US Hwy. 76, Young Harris, GA
Next to Brothers Restaurant ® 706-994-0402 ¢ 706-781-7226
Mon Closed | Tues-Thur 11-5 | Fri & Sat 11-8 | Sun 12-4

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

wwuw. Iffc.com

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

Dry Cleaners

Press Only Garments ¢ Shirts & Laundry Service
Hydrocarbon Dry Cleaning « Comforters - Beddings - Drapery
Leather & Suede Cleaning * Wet Cleaning
Wash, Dry & Fold « Alternations
Wedding Gown Cleaning & Preservation
Special Applique Garments * Fire, Water, and Mildew
Restoration Cleaning * Clothing Storage Available
37 Hunt Martin Street, Blairsville » 706-745-1976
221 S Main Street, Hiawassee * 706-896-8580

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults

HEARIN

of North Georgia

Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia
63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

Budget

Blinds

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Nani
ancs
RESTAURANT, Inc
“Your Tampa Bay connection to CUBAN FOOD!"

Steak Dinner Special
Friday and Saturday after 4 pm
Come get your Preserves!
706-745-0010 « 51 D Earnest Street ¢ Blairsville, GA

Cuban,
Puerto Rican &
Caribbean Food

Tues-Thur 11-7
Fri-Sat 11-8

PRIME PAINTING

Painting, Qtaining
Preccure Waching

. FREE ESTIMATES!

' Van Marcell
: 211 Syrup Mill Branch Road,
Morganton, GA

706-455-2632

Primepaintingll @gmail.com

BEEFALO

The Natural Lean Meat
USDA Inspected
Meat by 1/2, Whole or by Lb.

Deer Foot Farms
Owner/Breeder:
23f1 Dger Foot Road 3. wcginnis p
Blairsville, GA 30512

-

706-781-2805 caIIent.beefan@hotmaiI.co;n




